
#7  BIRDS ON THE BAY SCAVANGER HUNT  

Any Beach or Shoreline 

Print out this bird chart, get your binoculars out, and see how many of these birds you can spot 
on the water or on the shore. Don’t forget to note where and when you saw them, watch for a 
few minutes to see what they’re doing, and share your photos. [Earn 1 Point for 
each species of sea and shore birds you saw during your field observations for a 
Total of 8 Points]   

SEA & SHORE BIRDS - My ID Chart 

Great Blue Heron 

 Color: Tall. Long legs, long neck, long 

pointed beak. Blue/grey back and wings, white 

face, long black plumes on top of head. Yellow 

beak.  Young=duller. 

 Size: 4 feet tall.  6 foot wingspan. 

 Food: fish, frogs, eels, rodents. Wades in 

shallow water to catch food. 

Glaucous-Winged Gull 

 Color: Adult= white head and under-parts. 

Grey back and wings, with grey wingtips, big yel-

low beak, pink legs.  Young= streaky brown. Take 

4 years to get adult color. 

 Size: 25” long. Wingspan almost 5 feet. 

 Food: Fish and other sea animals taken from 

water, but also dead on shore. Feeds on wet 

fields.  

 Most common gull all year-round 

Pigeon Guillemot 

 Color: Summer– black with white swatch on 

wing, bright orange/red legs and inside of 

mouth. Thin pointed beak. Winter-mostly white, 

with dark, mottled back 

 Size: 13” (about the same size as a pigeon) 

 Food: dives down to catch fish, shrimp, 

crabs, etc. 

 Nests in burrows between rocks on cliffs 

Pelagic Cormorant 

 Color: Long thin neck and long slender bill. 

Black with greenish sheen. White patches on 

flanks in breeding season. 

 Size: 27” tall. Smallest of local cormorants. 

 Food: Swims on surface, then dives under-

water for fish, shrimp, etc. 



BIRDS ON THE BAY SCAVANGER HUNT Continued...  

SEA & SHORE BIRDS 

My ID Chart 

 Color: Male= blue/grey back, head and breast-band. 

White belly and collar. Female=same, but with rufous 

band across breast. Big head with crest of feathers 

ticking up. Big, strong beak.   

 Size: 13” (Bigger than a robin). 

 Food: fish 

 Sits on perch or hovers above water, then dives 

down under water and catches fish with beak. Loud 

rattling call. 

Belted King Fisher 

Bald Eagle 

 Color: Adult= dark brown with white head and tail 

and yellow beak and feet. Young (less than ~4 

years old)= brown, mottled, with dark beak.   

 Size: Almost 3 feet tall. Wingspan about 7 feet. 

 Food: fish, birds, mammals, dead animals  

 

Black Oystercatcher 

 Color: Adult= all black with long, bright red bill, 

red eye, pink legs. Young = duller color with black 

tip on bill.  

 Size: 17” (about the size of a small chicken) 

 Food: uses bill to pry open mussels and other 

shellfish 

 Lives mostly along rocky shore 

Surf Scoter 

 Color: Duck. Male=black, with a white 

patch on the back of neck and on forehead. 

Big bill with orange, white and black pattern. 

Female= brownish/gray with whitish patches 

on cheeks.   

 Size: 20”  

 Food: swims on surface of sea then dives 

to feed on clams, sea snails, shrimps, and 

other small saltwater creatures.  


