
#1  MARINE SHORELINE HABITAT SCAVENGER HUNT 

Bowman Bay- Deception Pass State Park      

Do you know what a healthy marine shoreline habitat looks like? Visit the beach at Bowman Bay, Deception Pass 
State Park to find out!  Post a selfie of your discoveries on Instagram #FidalgoBayDay2020 or email  
fidlagobayday@gmail.com. If you would like to see some really cool intertidal critters, try going at low tide 
and don’t forget your Discover Pass!  If you can’t make it to Bowman Bay, you can look for these shoreline habitat 
features at any beach.  [Earn 1 Point for each habitat feature that you can find for a Total of 7 Points. Earn 1 Bonus 
Point for reading the two interpretive signs] 

LARGE WOODY DEBRIS 

Hint:  Look for large logs along the upper shoreline of 

the beach.  

Why is it important?  Not only are these logs great 

for sitting, they also protect the shoreline from erosion 

and provide important habitat for birds, wildlife and in-

sects!  Insects are an important food source for birds and 

juvenile salmon. 

BEACH WRACK 

Hint:  Look for dune grasses and other vegetation 

along the upper shoreline of the beach.  

Why is it important?  Vegetation protects the shore-

line from erosion, filters pollution, and provides im-

portant habitat and food sources for insects, birds, and 

wildlife.  Did you know that volunteers helped plant and 

maintain the shoreline vegetation at Bowman Bay as 

part of a big restoration project? 

SHORELINE VEGETATION 

Hint: Look for kelp, seagrass, driftwood, and other or-

ganic materials that get washed ashore on the beach 

during high tide, called  “beach wrack”.   

Why is it important? It supports an entire food web 

of beach critters and provides nutrients for birds and fish 

using the shoreline. If you look closely, you might find 

beach hoppers, small crabs, and other invertebrates 

hiding in the beach wrack! 

OVERHANGING TREES 

Hint:  Look for large overhanging trees as you walk 

along the beach.   

Why is it important?  Trees help reduce erosion, 

filter pollution, absorb carbon dioxide, act as a protective 

barrier during storms, provide important habitat and food 

sources for insects, birds, fish, and wildlife, and provide 

shade to protect forage fish eggs and other marine crit-

ters.   

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bowman+Bay/@48.4149872,-122.6591133,16z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x54857cbc2692ba7f:0x5091d9f19a613333!8m2!3d48.415154!4d-122.6546136
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bowman+Bay,+Deception+Pass+State+Park/@48.4176964,-122.6536714,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x54857cbce391d599:0xca7f8e09263bc268!8m2!3d48.4176964!4d-122.6514774
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bowman+Bay,+Deception+Pass+State+Park/@48.4176964,-122.6536714,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x54857cbce391d599:0xca7f8e09263bc268!8m2!3d48.4176964!4d-122.6514774


MARINE SHORELINE SCAVENGER HUNT Continued... 

 INTERPRETIVE SIGNS  

Look for two interpretive signs at Bowman Bay to learn 

more about shoreline habitats, the shoreline restoration 

project, and the history of Bowman Bay.  Tell us what you 

learned and what you saw during your visit to Bowman 

Bay:  Fidalgobayday@gmail.com. 

FORAGE FISH SPAWNING HABITAT 

Hint:  Look for a mix of sand and gravel along the beach.  

This sand/gravel mix is the perfect spawning habitat for tiny 

forage fish that swim onto the beach to lay their eggs during 

high tide.   

Why is it Important?  Forage fish are a major part of the 

marine food web.  They are eaten by salmon, marine birds, 

and mammals.  Bulkheads can reduce forage fish spawning 

habitat by causing the beaches to become too rocky and 

coarse for forage fish to lay their eggs.    

EELGRASS 

Hint:  Eelgrass grows in tidelands and shallow waters 

forming underwater meadows. Low tide is the best time to 

find eelgrass at Bowman Bay.  

Why is it Important? Eelgrass is an essential part of a 

healthy marine ecosystem that supports a variety of fish 

and wildlife.  It improves water quality and clarity, absorbs 

carbon dioxide, produces oxygen, shelters and nurtures a 

wide diversity of marine life, feeds birds, and protects the 

coastline.  Pacific herring lay their eggs on eelgrass. 

BULL KELP 

 

Hint:  Low tide is the best time to look for 

bull kelp at Bowman Bay.  You can find it 

washed up on the beaches and along the 

rocky shoreline.  

Why is it important?  Kelp forests ab-

sorb carbon dioxide, produce oxygen, pro-

vide food and shelter for a diversity of sea 

life, protect the shoreline from erosion, filter 

pollutants, and are culturally significant.  

Forage Fish Eggs 

 BONUS POINT  


